
 

 

Notes & Quotes 
May 2, 2017 

 
Dear Choir Family, 
  Wherever you are today, I hope you can enjoy a bit of the fresh spring air today.  After a 
rainy weekend, the heavens are certainly declaring the glory of God beautifully today (though 
the excess water may be causing problems- lots of grace to all that affects).  Jennifer and I were 
talking about the sermon on idolatry from Sunday, and how for musicians we are always 
challenged to both bring our best to music (‘playing skillfully’ a la Ps. 34) and avoid making the 
resulting success an idol.  It’s a fine line, isn’t it?  After singing a concert, a challenging anthem, 
or a rousing hymn, don’t we feel enjoyment?  We do, and we should.  After all, in the words of 
Eric Liddel in Chariots of Fire, we are hopefully ‘feeling God’s pleasure’ when we sing.  However, 
the corruption of that pleasure is not too far behind… 
 The pitfall comes when pursue music and singing ‘to feel the pleasure of it’ above God’s 
purpose for it.  Since then it is ‘our work’, we also claim the glory, and it becomes an idol.  That 
idol will require its own sacrifice- time, effort, even the joy we feel, eventually leaving us empty.  
There are a LOT of professional musicians and performers in this sad state-they can be at the 
top of the field, but the journey there has cost everything and the well at the summit is dry. 
 Our antidote is simple: focus on the Lord, remain humble before him, and repent when 
we go astray.  He is the ultimate inspiration and can supply our joy-we need nothing else! 
   
You’ll want to read this: 

- Position Available- Tina Duke is changing roles in the office, and we are looking to 
hire a new ministry assistant that will support worship and other responsibilities.  It’s 
a full-time position and a chance to work on a great team.  I’d love your referrals!  
Learn more at http://www.centralpres.com/about/jobs-internships/ 

- Processional review-ladies, as a reminder, when we process the chancel should fill 
from back to front.  Many weeks the front row is filling before the 2nd-let’s fix. 

- Music Banquet May 31- Save the Date!  We’re  
- June 4: Pentecost: It’s a major church holiday, and we will sing in both services. 
- Summer Choir-will be the June 11, 18, and 25. 

 
Upcoming Repertoire 

May 7: Be Still (McDonald) 
May 14 (Mother’s Day): All Things Bright and Beautiful (Stopford) 

May 21: The Strife is O’ver (Fergson) 
May 28 (Ascension/Mem Day Wknd): Hark! The Adoring Hosts/ At The Name of Jesus (RVW) 

June 4 (Pentecost): Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit (Dawson) 
 
Quote: Easter triumph, Easter joy, this alone can sin destroy; from sin’s power, Lord, set us free; 
new-born souls in you to be. –Robert Campbell, At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing. 


