
Notes & Quotes 
Nov. 25, 2015 

Dear Choir Family, 

            Happy Thanksgiving week!  I don’t know about yours, but there’s a little 
tradition we celebrate at our Thanksgiving gathering where we all go around and name 
one thing for which we are thankful.  The kids generally name the ‘small’ stuff (my toy 
trucks, etc.) and the adults the ‘big’ stuff (health, family, God’s presence in a trial, etc.), 
and I admit I could sit hear and name a few items that are probably no surprise: my 
family, a safe and comfortable home, the ability to make a living doing that which I 
love to do, working/serving alongside amazing people, friends old and new- all the 
things God uses to shape me into who I am.  I remember a quote that stated basically 
that 5 years from now, you will be exactly the same person you are today except for the 
books you read and the people you meet.  That statement describes me, no question.  In 
fact, I would be the same self-absorbed, compassionless, competitive 
performance/approval-driven wayward fool I was destined to become were it not for 
meeting Jesus, who was introduced to be by my wife before we were married in 
2003.  When I truly met Christ, my life forever changed, and He continues to shape me 
day by day into what He wants for me to become.  To Him I owe everything, and for 
Him, I am truly thankful. 

            Let me also share with you that while God works on me, my old traits do 
surface from time to time, especially when stress and pressure ramp up.  Worst of all, in 
my position I can dump some of that onto others I lead through the pressure of 
expectation.  To use Pastor Hopper’s analogy, I excel at ‘high truth’ and not so much at 
‘high grace’, which can sabotage the genuine efforts of others.  Quite simply, I can fail 
to keep the main thing the main thing, which I suppose is an occupational hazard of 
being a work in progress. 

            So as we get close to our Dec. 11 concert, let’s keep the main thing front and 
center.  We want to prepare well and to sing as well as we can, not because we want to 
be ‘the best’, but because we serve the highest calling and He is worthy of our best 
effort.  Both a Christian friend and an Atheist friend both have commented to me that a 
Christian choir or ensemble should be the best choir or ensemble, as they sing and play 
for the ultimate purpose, and I think there’s truth in that.  It’s also amazing how God 
puts us- ordinary, broken people- into community with a common purpose to be used 
unto His glory…it can boggle the mind. 

            All of that is simply to say this- when you come to rehearsal, when you listen to 
your music at home, if you’re a ‘note-plunker’ and you plunk out your notes…you’re 
actually serving God.  You’re being part of who God created you to be because you’re 
submitting to the task that God has given to us as a ministry of music.  Every piece on our 
concert is within our grasp, and you are worthy of the challenge.  Every piece has a 
powerful message, and collectively tells the most important message for the world to 
hear: There is hope for this world because Jesus came for everyone.  So in the midst of 



the details about singing and schedules and staging and everything else, remember that 
He is the main thing.  May many more be able to be thankful for Him this time next year.	  


