
 

 

Notes & Quotes 
Sept. 2, 2015 

 
Dear Choir Family, 
 What a blessing it was to be back in worship this past Sunday!  I personally was really 
thrilled to be back and with a very healthy turnout, but more than that I have heard nothing but 
positive comments from our congregation- thank you for enriching the music with your voices.  If 
this music is to be used in worship, then our responsibility to bring it to our flock, and I’m thankful 
that you do so with excellent mind, heart, and spirit. 
 This week we sing the anthem-arrangement of Dvorak’s “I Will Sing New Songs of 
Gladness”, a setting of verses from Psalms 144 and 145.  Of the whole cycle, the 10 Biblical Songs 
were composed in 1894 as Dvorak's Op. 99. One author notes, “After a happy time in America, he 
experienced personal crisis, with the death of two dear musical friends (Tchaikovsky and von 
Bullow), and with the news of the terminal illness of Dvorak's own father.  The deeply religious 
composer sought refuge and comfort in his faith. He selected, with minor but ingenious 
adaptations, verses from the book of Psalms, and produced some of his most spiritual and most 
beautiful music.”  
 
For Your Information:  

- Rehearsal starts at 6:30 in the choir room.  We may also spend some time in the sanctuary.  
EquipCentral Dinners are back starting at 5:30 in the fellowship hall. 

- On Sunday Morning:  We begin our pre-service rehearsal at 8:30 (in robes).  We line up at 
8:55, and sing the 9:00 service.  We’re back to GREEN stoles this week. 

- Friendly reminder: If you haven’t given me $5 for your folder, please do so! 
- Choir Retreat: Sept. 19 (Sat) from 10:30-7:00, and Sun from 8:30-12.  This will be an 

important weekend for us musically and as a community! 
 

Rehearsal Repertoire 
Sept. 6: I Will Sing New Songs of Gladness 
Sept. 13: Before the Throne of God Above (Angerman),   

How Lovely are the Messengers (Mendelssohn) 
   Sept. 20 (with Dr. Blackstone): Cantique de Jean Racine (Faure) 
    Let All The World (Vaughn Williams), Come Let us to the Lord… 
 
Retreat Repertoire: (all tentative) Faure and Vaughn Williams above, Brahms Requiem “How 
Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place”, Thompson Alleluia, Paulus Pilgrims’ Hymn, O Magnum 
Mysterium, Rachmaninoff Vespers Bogoroditse Devo 
  
Quote: “God O God! I will sing a new song into Thee, on a cithern, I will sing psalms unto Thee 
Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy name for ever and ever. Great is the LORD, and 
worthy of all praise and His greatness is beyond all reckoning.” Ps 144:9; 145-2 as in the Czech 
Bible Kraclicka used by Dvorak. 
 


