
 

 

Notes & Quotes 
Jan. 21, 2015 

 
Dear Choir Family, 
 Thanks for your sensitive singing of the Brahms on Sunday.  I was reminded of how his 
music has a knack for looking deceptively simple on the page, while the underlying complexity is 
enormous…and all to the result of truly beautiful music.  There are few who do that any better, and 
you sang with heart and sensitivity to what we were singing about. 
 In other news, I went with many men from the church on the retreat this past weekend.  It 
was a great time of instruction, fellowship, and prayer, and something from the presenter made me 
really think about worship.  It wasn’t the main point of his presentation, but it struck me as 
relevant to our work. The presenter talked about how his struggles lead him to project a ‘persona’ 
of himself in different situations, one of them being church.  He said that he was very good at 
‘playing church’, but it was very much an act.  He had a faith, but he was not at all who he lead 
people to believe he was. 
 In worship, it’s very important for us to be ‘real’- people are often very good at sniffing out 
a ‘persona’, and most of the non-Christian crowd would probably believe that the church is just a 
bunch of people acting anyway (which is why they don’t want to be anywhere near one).  It 
doesn’t matter about worship style- we can wear our frocks and sing our hymns, we can trade them 
for cool jeans and a guitar; any worship type has their style/cultural conventions that enable us to 
‘play the part’.  When that happens, then our worship isn’t about our hearts praising God, it’s 
about just doing a tradition in the way that we think is cool. 
 I’m not accusing anyone of this; it’s just food for thought.  But the cure has a surprisingly 
simple start: when we’re tempted to send in the persona, just send our real selves instead.  Even if 
it means that our choir is made up of imperfect, messed up, sinful people.  If people see us as a 
worship ministry actively looking towards God, perhaps they will be emboldened to do the same.  
For in our weakness, God can make us strong. 
 
Don’t forget: 

- Thank you for winning at being on time last Sunday.  Now we have to do it again.  We 
can start by being ready at 6:30 on Wed. 

- CONCERT SERIES: Sunday, Jan. 25, 7pm: Music and Faith-the intersection of Christ 
and the arts.  SLSO musicians Dianna Haskill (clarinet) and Celeste Golden Boyer 
(violin) joined by Vera Parkin (piano) and hosted by Ron Klemm.  You won’t want to 
miss it (also a great one to invite any friends you may have in the arts community). 

  
Rehearsal Anthems: 

 1/25: Give Me Jesus (Flemming) 
 2/1:  O Bread of Life (Isaac-Christiansen) 
 2/8: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (Schwoebel) 
 2/15: The Call (Vaughn Williams)-if the order arrives in time. 
 
Quote: “We lift, he draws.”  Bob Hopper in his sermon on Sunday, 1/18, referring to Jesus, our 
role, and what he will do through us. 



Prayer Requests 
 

Tina Holland: Please pray for Tina’s mother who has a serious condition with energy loss. 
The Wiggers:  Please continue to pray for both Dennis and Rosemary in their battles against 
cancer and for Rosemary’s brother-in-law and his family as he transitions from Florida to 
Michigan to begin treatment.    


