
 

 

Notes & Quotes 
October 8th, 2014 

Dear Friends, 
 I want to again thank you for your ministry of music this week- I felt that it was really very 
beautiful to incorporate our heartfelt sentiment to ‘hear our prayer’ into the time of prayer and 
confession, and our music enjoyed a spiritual dimension that was deeply connected to the service 
as a whole.  It’s a reminder of why where there- why we give up our Wednesday evenings and get 
up early on Sunday morning, put on the robes, line up and process…it’s about giving our very best 
to God in worship, that he might use our ministry to bless others.  Choirs present a great potential 
for enriching worship- choral music can not be sung by one person or even just by a congregation, 
but the dedicated effort to join our many voices as one in musical and spiritual harmony creates 
something greater than any one of us can do.  It’s worth it- rewarding to us and also spiritually 
powerful to our congregation! 
 Occasionally in my thus-far brief journey through Central, I come across pieces of the 
legacy of the choral ministry-old programs, stories shared about any number of things, and even 
old ‘order of worships’ from years gone by.  I’m reminded of the fact that you’ve been through a 
lot in this church.  Many names on the staff lists from even a few years ago are people I’ve never 
met; whole cultures have come, transitioned, and transitioned again, and again, and again.  People 
have come and gone, and yet we still have a deep-rooted choral ministry to lead worship every 
week.  I am privileged to do so, and while I’m not a part of the Central story until very recently, I 
have a deep respect for the people and legacy of this church. 
 It’s also a new day, and we are starting to write the next chapter.  We are both healing and 
growing in ministry, and we’ll continue to do so. God has laid a path before us: there are people to 
influence for the Gospel, and plenty of music to use in worship, and we can use every minute of 
our time together for His Glory. 
 With that in mind, I have 3 simple expectations for rehearsals so that we can honor God’s 
time and each other’s time.  We’ll remind each other of these often with high truth and high grace, 
and I will hold myself accountable to the same standards: 

1. Be present 
2. Be on time 
3. Be ministry-focused 

We will start in sectionals tomorrow at 6:30- Women in sanctuary, men in choir room.  I look 
forward to our time together soon! 
  
In Christ, 
Matt  

Rehearsal Repertoire 
 10/12 If Ye Love Me (Tallis) 
 10/19 TBA 
 10/26 Grant us Thy Peace [aka Verlieh uns Frieden] (Mendelssohn) 
 Christmas Concert: Rutter Gloria Mvt. 1 complete. 
 Hymns for part-singing: Friend of Sinners, Rejoice the Lord is King 
 
Quotes: “If God is satisfied with the work, the work may be satisfied with itself.” 
“No good work is done anywhere without aid from the Father of Lights.”-C. S. Lewis 
 



Prayer Requests 10/8 
 
 
 
“Our home was burgled last night at 10:20 pm. We had just fallen asleep. Please pray for the return 
of stolen items as well as peace of mind, especially for Ian.”  Kelly Gilbert 
 
 
“Family friend in Belleville early 50's, David Fritzinger, had bladder cancer and had to have 
bladder removed and reconstructive surgery at Siteman Center.  This was several months ago and 
he complained of lots of pain and his doctor apparently said he was OK. Pain continued and so he 
ended up in the hospital in Belleville last week and they have diagnosed him with bone cancer in 
the pelvis and back and he has no bone marrow left that is not cancer cells.  They are 
devastated.  We are praying for a miracle if possible, but also a relief from pain and a peace.  They 
have said he has about 3 months.  His parents are committed Christians.  I am not sure about 
David. His wife has battled breast cancer also.  So sad.”  Susan Holden 
 


