
 

 

Notes & Quotes 
October 1st, 2014 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
 It’s a cliché for sure, but sometimes words come up short in expressing gratitude.  The 
psychologist will tell us that most of communication (80%?) is non-verbal anyway, but as I have 
only words at my disposal to say this, I would like to say ‘thank you’ for your ministry through 
music last Sunday [/feel 80% beaming warm-fuzzies].  I felt that there was a great spirit of worship 
present throughout the services, and your enjoyment of those moments was felt by those blessed to 
receive ministry through you.  The words of Jean Racine, themselves a translation of a more 
ancient prayer, set beautifully as a choral art-song by Faure resulted in a perfect illumination for 
God’s word, and more than that, a deep reminder of our own need for God’s love to help us 
through dark places.  Composer Robert Schumann once described art songs as ‘looking at poetry 
through a stained glass window’, and in our case this was both true and poignant. 
 This week begins the next ‘phase’ our of ministry cycle: we begin rehearsal on Christmas 
Concert music, which will for us begin with a Central favorite, the Rutter Gloria.  This has been 
sung with some frequency in the past, but it has been several years and I think will be a great piece 
for our choir to present.  We start with working through pitches of Mvt. 1, and if you want to be 
really prepared, you can dust off an old recording or go on the web and listen to some 
performances on YouTube.  I will be exploring was of getting ‘parts’ recordings into your hands, 
but most of this is available already online. 
 
 One ‘operational’ change this week- we will again be in the Choir Room for our 
Wednesday rehearsal, as the sanctuary piano is having some work done and won’t be playable 
until the end of Thursday.  On a final note: thanks for making the effort last week to be present and 
on time for our Sunday warm-up.  Because of that, we were able to bring our best before the Lord 
in worship, and inviting His use of us without resistance on our part.  That is what it’s all about! 
 
In Christ, 
Matt  

Rehearsal Repertoire 
 
 10/5 Hear My Prayer (Hogan) 
 10/12 If Ye Love Me (Tallis) 
 10/19 God Be In My Head (Stopford) 
 10/26 Grant us Thy Peace [aka Verlieh uns Frieden] (Mendelssohn) 
 Christmas Concert: Rutter Gloria Mvt. 1 
 Hymns for part-singing: Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart 
 
Quotes: 
“In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart. ” John Bunyan 


