
 

 

Notes & Quotes 
September 17th, 2014 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

I’m writing to you today from a hotel lobby in Ft. Dodge, Iowa, thanks to the miracle of 
free wifi (and the fact that it doesn’t work so well from my room).  Those of you who travel for 
work can relate, I’m sure!  I’m here for a family funeral (wife’s side), and through the challenges 
that these situations present, I’m touched by the myriad small ways that people minister to the 
grieving and hurt through relationship.  Even things as small as a smile, a few kind words, or even 
showing up mean a lot to people needing comfort.  Fortunately, the deceased in this case was a 
very strong Christian believer, and Jennifer and I will minister the music to many people who will 
most surely appreciate it. 
 I think a little about what we do every Sunday in this respect- we minister music not to 
entertain or to achieve (though we work hard to achieve beauty and we hope people enjoy our 
presentations), but we do it to bring our talents to the service of God through our heart-felt spirit of 
worship.  Choirs are an amazing example of the whole being more than the sum of its parts.  We 
each have gifts to offer, both musical and relational, and when we share both of those with those 
we encounter, the result is impactful music ministry! 
 I will not see you Wednesday (enjoy the sub), but I will see you Sunday.  I trust that we 
will make every effort to start singing on time on Sunday (8:10)- we have only a few minutes to 
warm up and find our most beautiful sound, and go through the piece.  You know by now that I 
will start on time, and I look forward to hearing a great sound (read: full participation) from the 
first note!  Next week you’ll get something from me in rehearsal that describes how we use our 
time together, and I promise you this: I will not waste it.  Everything I will ask you to do has a 
very real reason for doing it, and I will strive to never take a single minute of time that you give to 
this ministry for granted.  Remember in rehearsal, support with air, energize and engage, keep ‘lift’ 
in the voice; no flat singing or ‘over-sung/muscled’ sound; but instead easy and expressive.  Most 
of all, fill the music with your spirit and heart, and listeners will respond to you with theirs! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Matt 
 

Upcoming Repertoire 
 9/21 God So Loved The World (Stainer), 

Behold the Throne (keep this in your folder for now) 
 9/28 Cantique de Jean Racine (Faure)- in English (this time, at least!) 

October’s selections will be in your box to start in rehearsal. 
 
Quote: 
I’m just travelin’ light through this life.  (favorite words of Clarence Hiveley, 1926-2014, great-
grandfather of my 3 children) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Choir prayer Requests for September 17 
 

• Matt Mazzoni Family in Iowa for the funeral for Jennifer’s grandfather, Clarence Hiveley, who 
passed away last Friday night 
 

• Pat Schoetker having an MRI on Monday September 22 for her back. 
 

• “Praise that ECT treatments are down to one a week. Continue to pray for side effects”.   Cynthia 
Speckart 
 

• “I just wanted to let the choir know that my interview went very well.  Now we wait and see (while 
praying of course)--in the neighborhood of two weeks”. George Klemm	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 


