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NOTES 
 
Choir, I can't tell you how much I appreciated your versatility Sunday—your willingness to be “out there” 
and have some fun praising our Lord. You were fabulous!  Marg and Eric were groovin'.  The 
congregation loved it (well, almost everybody), and our Lord and Savior's holy name was truly praised.  I 
will remember Mother's Day, 2014 for a long, long time. 
 
This is a big week for us, with a guest conductor and lots of activities.  This creates more than a little 
anxiety, I realize.  But it is a vital step in a long process of moving forward.  Matt Mazzoni and I have 
collaborated well for this week, and now he is ready for you to see him at his best.  I need you to be at 
your best as well. To that end, a couple of brief comments from me. 
 
First of all, early on the music director search committee agreed that we were looking for the person who 
would be the right “fit” for Central from this point moving forward.  We realized that this meant different 
things to different people, whether on the committee or not.  We took our job very seriously.  We wrestled 
with many issues.  We agreed on some, disagreed vehemently on others. (In my view, this is what makes 
for a good committee.)  But in the end it was mainly about this concept of “fit.” 
 
We further agreed that the choir should not be forced into judging an episode of American Idol, with 
multiple candidates on parade.  Six out of the seven committee members were also choir members, 
diverse in perspective and ideology.  We agreed that we—as a committee—should be able to narrow the 
search down to a single candidate before drawing the choir into the process.    
 
We also agreed that if we could indeed find a single candidate to bring before you, that he or she would 
not be hired unless and until he passed the “chemistry” test.  That is to say: no resumé, no video 
conference, no in-person interview can possibly tell the whole story.  It is vital that the final candidate 
come in for an extended visit: rehearsals, Sunday worship, social situations, etc.  Only then can we see 
and experience the interaction, and determine if there is a connection and a possible long-term 
relationship.  You wouldn't get married to someone you found on the internet without at least going on a 
few dates.  Hence the importance of this week. 
 
Just to clarify: This is NOT a “done deal.”  Matt has not been hired.  Our committee, the Personnel 
Committee and others in leadership still have unanswered questions.  That's why this week is so 
important.  That's why your input is vital to the process. 

Matt Mazzoni is a good man, and we have become friends.  But there are many other factors to consider 
in his week with us.  Now I give you one last set of instructions:  Work with him.  Listen to 
him.  Rehearse well with him.  Treat him with grace and remember that he is trying to get to know us as 
much as we are trying to get to know him.  Do not come to rehearsal with a clipboard; come to 
sing!  Worship with him.  At the social events, get to know him.  Ask him any and all kinds of questions, 
from “How do you beat 7/8 time?” to “What is the meaning of life?”  This is your responsibility.  Take it 
seriously because your participation and partnership in this search process is vital and highly valued. 

We prayed earnestly as a committee, as a choir and individually, that God would send His Holy Spirit to 
surround every part of this process.  I believe that He has. It will work together for good, because we love 
him, and are called to his purpose. 
 
I love you guys so much.  Give glory to God for the opportunities He has presented us.  Now sing His 
praise with Matt this week.  Ora et labora: pray and work.  This is our task.  This is our joy!  - Ron 
 
(List of repertoire for this week's rehearsal on reverse side.) 
 



 
 For Wednesday, May 14: (Matt Mazzoni will determine order) 
 
 
 Vaughan Williams: Antiphon from “Five Mystical Songs” 
 
 Faure: “Canticle of Jean Racine” 
 
 Manz: “E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” 
 
 Schrader: “Amazing Grace” 
 
 Courtney: “Be Filled with the Spirit” 
 
 hymn tune “Jerusalem”/Psalm 145: “O Lord, You Are My God and King” 
 
 Getty/Townend: “O Church Arise” 
 
 
 
 
QUOTES 
 
“Why should we not enter into our inheritance in the church as well as the concert room?” -- 
Ralph Vaughan Williams, as quoted in the article “Heirs and Rebels” 
 
“The manner in which the composer renders the moving poem (by George Herbert). . .is clearly 
the work of a master of expression. . .Herbert's words seem to come directly from the Savior to 
the heart of every audience.” -- Patrick Kavanaugh, from his chapter on Vaughan Williams in his 
1992 book “Spiritual Lives of the Great Composers”   
 


