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NOTES 
 
After meeting with some of the principals involved, Mike has decided to keep the topic and liturgy from this past 
Sunday, and place it into this coming Sunday. Hence we will be singing the Clausen “Set Me As a Seal” this week. 
We'll keep “Give Me Jesus” in our quiver, and pull it out when we need it this spring. (Yes, I did say “spring.” I am a 
man of faith, and believe it will come—some day.   
 
If you have not read Mike's explanation of the text and context of the anthem, please read it now, as I've re-printed it 
below from last week's Notes & Quotes.  Also, if you have not yet listened to the audio file of the piece (featuring 
the St. Olaf Choir), prepared and posted on our worship site just for you, shame on you! Listen to it before 
rehearsal, again noting the long, arching phrasing, the tight ensemble with minimal vibrato, and the overall  
“shimmering” effect.  Click on the link here:  http://centralpresworship.net/chancel-choir/ 
 
Please have the following selections ready for rehearsal Wednesday evening:   
 

Clausen: “Set Me as a Seal” (now 3/9) 
Christiansen “Lamb of God” (3/23) 

Hogan “This Little Light of Mine” (4/6) 
Marshall “My Eternal King” (4/13) 
Courtney “Thy Will Be Done” (4/17) 

Nagy “Now, O Death, Where Is Thy Sting” (4/20) 
 

You will notice a couple of holes in the succession of dates above. The Wheaton College Concert Choir is singing 
for our 8:30 and 9:45 services on March 16th. Plus our Carol Choir will do the honors on March 30th. This means 
that we will have time to get our music for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter together without adding any 
rehearsals to the schedule. (You're welcome!)  But that's only if we dedicate ourselves to the task at hand. History 
tells me to have absolutely no doubt that that will happen—your reputation precedes you! 
 
Folks, I had hoped to have made a verbal announcement from the lectern this past Sunday regarding the marvelous 
concert in our concert series this coming Friday. Unfortunately, the weather prevented that from happening.  Now 
the onus is on us to get the word out. Ryan Anthony and Gary Beard are terrific! Their artistry will “knock your 
hat in the creek.” Make plans to attend. More than that, tell your friends. This will be an evening that I know you 
will enjoy. I'm taking them over to the RAF studios for a radio interview at 11:00 am Friday morning. Listen if you 
get a chance.   
 
Thanks, choir.  See you at 6:30 this Wednesday.   – Ron 
 
 
Treats on March  9:    Kristine Karslake and Anice Etz???  (carried over from 3/2)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://centralpresworship.net/chancel-choir/


 
 
QUOTES 
 
(Re-printed from last week) 
 
“The text for the anthem "Set Me As a Seal" by René Clausen comes from the Song of Solomon 8:6-7.  The Song of 
Solomon is a book that celebrates the special love between a husband and a wife.  In a series of love poems, the 
husband and wife exchange tender expressions of their strong passion for one another.  In verse 8:6, the wife is 
speaking to her husband, and she asks him to set her as a seal upon himself.  In the Old Testament, a "seal" 
(sometimes translated "signet") was a piece of engraved jewelry or precious metal that signified a special bond to 
person represented by the seal (e.g., Gen. 38:18; Jer. 22:24).  The high priest in Israel wore stones with the names of 
the twelve tribes "engraved like a seal" on his shoulder (Exod. 28:11) and on his breastplate so that the names of 
Israel would be "on his heart" as he entered the presence of God in the Temple on their behalf (Exod. 28:29).  Thus, 
the wife in the Song of Solomon is expressing her desire for such a strong bond with her husband that he would 
carry her with him wherever he goes like a special jewel upon his very body.  In other words, this is a kind of bond 
of love that is "strong as death" and that cannot be quenched or drowned by even the strongest waters (Song 8:7). 
 
“So why are we singing this in church?  For us, these verses can serve as our prayer asking the Lord to keep us close 
to him with his unquenchable love.  The Bible often uses marriage as a metaphor to describe the special bond of 
love between God the divine Husband and his people, who are his bride (e.g., Hosea 2; Ezek. 16; Eph. 5:22-33; Rev. 
19:7; 21:2, 9-10).  Because God has already pursued us and claimed as a people who are his treasured possession, 
we can pray with confidence that the Lord would set us as a seal upon his heart forever and celebrate the power of 
his love that makes that possible.”  - Mike Farley 
 


