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NOTES 
Well done, choir! Excellent Introit/anthem/Call to Worship this past Sunday. And isn't Marg terrific? What a blessing 
she is to Central, and especially to us as a choir. Remember to thank her often for her invaluable contribution to our  
worship each week.  
We are in the middle of two weeks where we are featuring the music of Dale Grotenhuis, who died a little more than 
a year ago. Both Ila and I spent four years under his tutalege at Dordt College during his earlier years as a music 
educator. This was prior to any of his music being published. Ila was in a unique position to see what made him tick: 
she spent two years as a student living in the Grotenhuis home during the early 1970s. I've asked her to share some 
insights and thoughts with you. You'll find those paragraphs in the “Quotes” section below. 
 
Choir, we will rehearse not only our anthems for the coming weeks, but also refresh a couple of pieces that we will 
videotape NEXT Wednesday. Please have your music ready, in the following tentative order, for rehearsal this 
Wednesday evening: 

 
Dale Grotenhuis: “My Soul Shall Be Joyful” (recording next Wednesday, 2/12) 

Dale Grotenhuis “Write Your Blessed Name, O Lord, Upon My Heart” (2/9) 

Rene Clausen “Set Me As a Seal” (2/23) 

Mary McDonald: “Be Still” (TBD--3/9?) 

Craig Courtney: “One Fath, One Hope, One Lord” (rec. 2/12) 

Tom Fettke: “Majesty & Glory of Your Name” (rec. 2/12) 

Peter Lutkin: The Lord Bless You and Keep You” (rec. 2/12) 

 
In order to “pull-off” this video-taping on Wednesday, February 12th, we will need “all hands on deck.” Please make 
it a point to be present at that rehearsal. I'm hopeful that it will add little or NO time to our normal Wednesday 
evening.    
 
Thanks again, everybody.  You're the best!  See you at 6:30 (sharp!) this Wednesday.   – Ron  
 
Treats on Feb. 9: Marjorie Klein and Christine Karslake 
 
Birthday:  Bob Willey, today, February 5  
 
QUOTE 
 
 “Hi, everyone!  I'm truly your biggest fan!  I was privileged and blessed to have “Mr. G,” as we called him, 
as my band and choir director, voice teacher, and even landlord!  I lived in the Grotenhuis apartment above their 
home for two years while at Dordt College.  I also was long term babysitter for their three sons when they had to go 
out of town on tours to direct festivals or conferences.  So I knew them all very well. 
 
Mr. Grotenhuis had had a tough childhood.  It had really taken a toll on him emotionally.  He was really needy—
needing to feel validated and appreciated.  So God blessed him with a perfect wife, Eleanor.  She had had a super 
childhood, the daughter of a pastor, and had a sister with whom she was very close.  She was full of affection, 
strength, naughtiness (so much fun!) and nourished her boys and Mr. G. with lots of love and wisdom.  They were 
both so proud of their first son, Jack, who was following in his father's footsteps studying for his PhD in music at the 
Univerity of AZ.  But, tragically, he was killed in a motorcycle accident while still in his early 20's.  It was devasting 
for the Grotenhuises.   
 
We learned so much from Mr. G., not only musically, but spiritually, as well.  He had been through so many trials in 
his own life, and his love of God through it all was nothing short of inspirational.  I think that you can feel that spirit 
through his music.  How could someone with such grief write, “My Soul Shall Be Joyful in the Lord?”  Yet he did, 
and we could hear the angels dancing as you sang it.  So THANK YOU!” 
  –  Ila Klemm 


