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NOTES 

Ladies, splendid job a week ago Sunday. It must seem like months ago! We watched and 
listened to the Live stream of the December 22nd 9:45 service.  I thought the balance, blend and 
general sense of musicality was excellent. Well done!  I also heard good things about Christmas 
Eve.  Thanks for your dedication and continuing ministry in our church.  Special thanks to Jill 
Clayton and Dan Boeddeker for stepping up and filling in so that we could be away. 

This Sunday, January 5th, we will sing an old favorite from a rare composer. Johann Wolfgang 
Franck lived in Northern Germany during the 17th century.  He wrote over a dozen operas and 
scores of cantatas and other pieces, most of which are simply lost.  J. S. Bach used several of 
Franck’s original sacred songs and chorales in some of his cantatas. “O Jesus, Grant Me Hope 
and Comfort” is a perfect post-Christmas anthem, which reminds us to re-dedicate ourselves to 
the “Prince of Peace” and the “Morning Star.” The “Christmas Eve Choir” rehearsed this on the 
21st, but all of us need to give it a good refresher. How about 8:10 a.m. Sunday—Can we all be 
in the Choir Room and spend some time rehearsing this gem? That would be terrific! I look 
forward to seeing you again. 

Wednesday nights return to normal next week, January 8th. We have some wonderful music 
planned: great old favorites, plus some brand new anthems as well. I’m so looking forward to 
resuming our weekly time together.  

SATURDAY, January 18:  Reserve the date for a very important event. Dr. Mike Farley has been 
a tireless defender and advocate for the Chancel Choir. On January 18th, beginning at 5:30 p.m., 
Mike will be ordained as an Assistant Pastor at Central Presbyterian Church.  He has requested 
that the choir be a part of that service. He didn’t need to ask!  We owe Mike a huge debt of 
gratitude for shepherding us through the most difficult time for the choir in recent memory—
perhaps ever.  The very least we can do is to join him, his family, and our entire church in 
celebrating this milestone.  There will be brass and more, in addition to the Chancel Choir’s 
pivotal participation.  Circle the date on multiple calendars, and plan on a festive, memorable 
and joyous occasion! 

Music Director Search Committee:  Will you please put this dedicated group on your daily 
prayer list? We will be re-doubling our efforts in the coming weeks. The period for accepting 
applications has now closed, and the committee now faces the daunting task of narrowing 
down the many applicants into a very short list.  We covet your prayers!  

And speaking of which, one more thing, just in case you were worried: I have promised Mike 
and the personnel committee that I will not just walk away one day. I will stay until the new 
person is able to transition into the job. This is an exciting time, and I know God is planning a 
good work in and through all of us! Have a JOY-filled New Year, and I’ll see you Sunday morning 
at 8:10 a.m.  – Ron  



 

 

QUOTE 

 

 

 

                                                                                          - hymn writer Frances R. Havergal, 1874 

 

Beth Beattie’s birthday is today, January 2.  Please remember her daughter, Sally, in your 
prayers. 

~Many thanks again to Christine Karslake for the great food on Christmas Eve and to Linda 
Lockwood for hosting a wonderful party for the ladies last Monday. 

 

 

Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 
In working or in waiting, another year with Thee; 
Another year of progress, another year of praise, 
Another year of proving Thy presence all the days. 

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace, 
Another year of gladness in the shining of Thy face; 
Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast; 
Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest. 

Another year of service, of witness for Thy love, 
Another year of training for holier work above; 
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 
On earth, or else in Heaven, another year for Thee. 

 


