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Notes 
 
Guys, terrific job Sunday! And yes, I got the message: we will do it again. I’m hopeful that the women will have a 
similar positive experience on Wednesday, December 4th and Sunday, December 22nd.  We used to split the choir 
like that once in a while; I’ll try to do it again this winter.   
 
Quick reminder: NO REHEARSAL this week. However, WE DO SING THIS SUNDAY, December 1st. Please listen to the 
music and prepare on your own (see below).  
 
ATTENDANCE:  PLEASE NOTE. If you are NOT going to be here to sing this Sunday, or if you cannot be at any of the 
upcoming rehearsals or the Christmas concert, will you please let me know now (if you haven’t already). Your 
presence is vital.  I know I’ve been pretty loose about this. Your next director will surely be a taskmaster, so just get 
used to it.  Thanks!     
 
I have gone to the trouble of finding just the right recordings for you to listen to in preparation for the concert and 
our December services. You will find audio links to all of the pieces below on the Chancel Choir page of the 
Worship Is Central website: http://centralpresworship.net/chancel-choir/ 
 
Here are the notes:   
 
Handel: “And the Glory of the Lord” from Messiah (Christmas concert and December 1—THIS SUNDAY!)—Listen 
for style. The Taverner Consort caresses phrases in the Baroque style nearly perfectly. Listen, for example, to how 
they move to the downbeat on “shall be re---vee---eal-ed…” etc. Note the space between the notes at the dotted 
rhythm on that same phrase.  Note the minimum vibrato on the longer notes.  We’ve talked about these things; 
now listen and emulate!  
 
Mendelssohn: “There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob” (Christmas concert and December 8)—Note the long 
phrases and dynamic contrast. Unfortunately, there is only modicum “heart” in the chorale. (We can do it better!) 
 
Rutter: “What Sweeter Music” (Christmas concert and December 15)—This is Rutter’s own interpretation with his 
Cambridge Singers.  Need I say more?  Listen, absorb the style, and weep if you wish. Suggestion: Can you 
memorize much of it, especially entrances?  That way you can watch the conductor.  A novel concept! 
 
Bach: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” (Christmas concert and December 15)—This is an English translation of the 
original text, not the text we’re using. Listen for style. Minimize vibrato.  
 
Holst: “Christmas Day” (Christmas concert)—This is a recording featuring men and boys (London’s St. Paul’s 
Cathedral Choir with the Royal Philharmonic). However, women’s voices will add warmth and body to the overall 
sound. Listen carefully for the transition points between the carol sections. Also, note the dynamic contrasts and 
the over-arching style. If the kids nail the final verse, there won’t be a dry eye in the place!  
 
Folks, we have so much for which to be thankful.  At the risk of being clichéd I am so grateful for the opportunity to 
sing with all of you. What a thrill to prepare music for this joyful season. God bless you all.  Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving weekend, and we will culminate it by being together with our choir family again.   
 
See you THIS Sunday morning at 8:14 to rehearse the Handel in the choir room.  – Ron  
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