
NOTES and QUOTES for October 30, 2013 

Notes 
 
What a thrilling experience to worship with festive hymns accompanied by brass, timpani, cymbals, 
organ and piano!  But without you, beloved members of the Central Chancel Choir, it would not have 
been complete. Thank you so very much! And as Al Stith reminded me, reflecting particularly on the 
early service, “Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing.” It was a tangible 
example of the metaphor for our struggle against sin and death.  Fear not; for “God has willed His truth 
to triumph THROUGH US.” Wow! How cool is that?!  
 
This Sunday we will sing a hymn arrangement by my favorite 20th century composer, the Englishman 
Ralph Vaughan Williams(*): “At the Name of Jesus.”  We will need to work hard in rehearsal this week in 
order to make progress on November’s anthems, and dig into our Christmas music.   
Please have the following music ready Wednesday:   
 

Vaughan Williams “At the Name of Jesus” (Nov. 3)  
Grotenhuis “Let This Mind Be in You” (Nov. 10) 
Holst: “Christmas Day” (Cmas concert) 
Rutter: “What Sweeter Music” (Cmas concert and December Sunday TBD) 
Mendelssohn: “There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob” (Cmas concert/December Sunday TBD) 
Handel “And the Glory of the Lord” from Messiah (Cmas concert/December Sunday TBD) 
Handel “Forever Blest Is He” (Nov. 17 or 24) 

 
Our Christmas concert is six weeks and two days away.  We have a little more time than the Cardinals 
do, but the urgency is similar. It’s as if we’re down three games to two and need a comeback!  I’ve 
designed the concert in such a way that there is less “heavy lifting” for the choir. (You’re welcome!) But 
this is the time to step it up. I’m asking if you are willing to rehearse until 8:15 for the next four weeks, 
beginning next week.  Also, I’m asking you to add a Saturday rehearsal to your calendar; the proposed 
date is November 23rd. Plus, with the Advent women’s event pre-empting our normal Wednesday 
rehearsal on December 4th, I’m also asking for your indulgence to move that week’s rehearsal to 
THURSDAY, December 5th.  Please check your calendars and let me know if there are any problems with 
any of these dates.  If there are bigger issues with adding this time, please speak up—either to Mike or 
me, or to any member of the Choir Advisory Council. 
 
See you this Wednesday at 6:30 pm sharp!  And if you locate the Redbirds bats, please give them back to 
them.  -- Ron  
 
(*)  Some day when you have time, listen to, study and dissect his “Five Mystical Songs” for baritone, 
chorus and orchestra. There is simply no topping the deep spirituality expressed in Vaughan Williams’ 
settings of this incredibly moving poetry by George Herbert.  
 
 
Birthdays:  Mike Farley… TODAY!!   
 
Treats for November 3:  No one is signed up…volunteers? 
 
 
 



 
Quotes from the great English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams  

“The composer must not shut himself up and think about art; he must live with his fellows and make his 
art an expression of the whole life of the community. If we seek for art we shall not find it.”  – from 
“Who Wants the English Composer?”, 1912     

 “Before going any further may we take it that the object of art is to obtain a partial revelation of that 
which is beyond human senses and human faculties – of that, in fact, which is spiritual? And that the 
means which we employ to induce this revelation are those very senses and faculties themselves?”  – 
from the journal “Music and Letters”, 1920    

“I don’t know whether I like it, but it is what I meant.”  -  at rehearsals for premiere of his Symphony #4, 
1935 

“But in the next world I shan’t be doing music, with all the striving and disappointments. I shall be being 
it.”  – said to a friend, two weeks before his death in 1958   

  


