
NOTES and QUOTES for April 17, 2013 

 

NOTES 

This week we sing the anthem written in 2001 by Craig Courtney on a commission from the Central 
Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir. “Now the Green Blade Riseth” was written to honor the (then) 20th 
anniversary of service to Central of our friend and brother, Phil Rowland.  The words are by John 
Macleod Campbell Crum, a respected English clergyman who died in 1958. He wrote this Easter season 
hymn-text in 1928. The Courtney arrangement for 4-hand piano is a tour de force for the accompanists. 
We are blessed to have two of the finest keyboard artists in the region: Dan Fry and Ruth Stith.  

Also, since our rehearsal has been pre-empted by a congregational meeting next week, we will move the 
Pelz “Lord Jesus, Gentle Savior” up a week and get that ready to go as well.  Please arrange your music in 
the following order for Wednesday’s rehearsal:   

Courtney “Now the Green Blade Riseth” (4/21)  

Pelz “Lord Jesus, Gentle Savior” (was 5/5, now 4/28) 

Hayes “Those Who Wait On the Lord”” (was 4/28, now 5/5) 

Handel “Lift Up Your Heads” from Messiah (5/12) 

Courtney “Be Filled with the Spirit” (5/19)  

 

There will be NO Chancel Choir rehearsal next week Wednesday, April 24th.  

The choir Cabaret Night is May 31st. This is a great opportunity to feature choir folks and others in ways 
we don't get to hear on Sunday mornings.  It is the culmination of our 25th anniversary concert series.  
“Broadway” is the theme, and solos and ensembles are most welcome. Dan Fry is spearheading this 
effort, and he is happy to help with music selection, and as May draws near will be happy to rehearse 
with you and accompany you.  In fact, we will be taking some choir time during May to do this in the 
weeks ahead. Randy Mayfield will emcee and may even sing a torch song or two, and we hope to have 
some instrumental features as well.  We also need behind the scenes folks (tech, sound, etc.).  This is 
your show! 
 
Dan would like to start hearing pieces THIS week.  Please come to the choir room tomorrow (April 17th) 
as early as 6:10 pm to discuss your possible involvement. Alternatively, Dan will be happy to meet with 
you after choir. Other options include Saturday, April 20th in the morning), or Sunday morning the 21st.  
Please call or Email Dan so he knows you’re coming, or to arrange another time, but do so today!  Dan’s 
cell is 217.390.0062; or ddfry3@yahoo.com. 
 
 See you Wednesday evening.    – Ron 

mailto:ddfry3@yahoo.com


Treats:  Pat Schoetker and Pat Trout 
Birthdays: Pat Schoetker, 21st; Susan Holden, 22nd    
Song leader(s) at 9:45: Al and Ruth Stith  
 

QUOTES  

I had a conversation with Phil this week, and a follow-up Email this morning. Among other things, I asked 
him if he would like to share anything about this week’s anthem “Now the Green Blade Riseth” with the 
choir.  Below, serving as this week’s only quote, is a copy/paste of his response: 

 

Thanks so much, Ron! 

This piece, which we recorded on one of our CDs, was a commission done totally in secret to me, and 
practiced in the home of the Coco's before the big day when I was to hear it for the first time.   I was 
honored by the choir and will never forget this wonderful act of love. 

I did talk to Craig Courtney a few years later at a music conference in Florida, and he remembered 
talking with our choir folks, and his care in putting this together for us. 

I still love the arrangement, and I'm so glad you are singing this! 

Blessings, 

Phil 


