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NOTES 

I heard some good things about this past Sunday. I hope you enjoyed singing the music of Johannes 
Brahms, one of history’s greatest composers.  Dan also tells me this has now been designated as “Bass 
Appreciation Week.”  

One spring I received a letter from a regular listener to our JOY program, who—considering the title of 
our program—asked why we played such “depressing” music this time of year. That gave me an 
opportunity to tell him about the “inner joy” that Christians experience, how it has been expressed by 
composers down through the ages, and how it culminates in our Easter celebration.  As we move 
through the liturgical season of Lent, we have the great privilege of singing some of the most moving, 
introspective music ever written. Yet we sing this music, about sin and suffering and sacrifice, as people 
who already know the outcome.  The victory has already been won. The ultimate sacrifice has already 
been made. We can see the empty cross and the open tomb on the horizon, even as we sing about the 
price that Christ paid for us. I hope you also find singing this season’s music incredibly rewarding.   

We will sing a single, a cappella spiritual as an anthem this Sunday. It is the center piece of the trilogy 
“Three About Jesus” by Larry L. Fleming, who died in 2003. Fleming was the founder of the critically 
acclaimed National Lutheran Choir.  More info at this link: 
http://www.singers.com/choral/director/Larry-Fleming/ 

 The following week, by contrast, we sing three different elements of the liturgy: an “introit,” an 
offertory anthem with organ and brass, plus a portion of the confession of sins. This will help us “ramp-
up” for our musical involvement as we get closer and closer to Easter.  Most of our new music has 
arrived.  Get fired-up for some sight-reading this Wednesday. Here is the tentative order for rehearsal, 
subject to change:   

  William Billings “When Jesus Wept” (3/3) 
Hymn “When Morning Gilds the Skies” (3/3)  

 L. L. Fleming “Give Me Jesus” (2/24) 
Craig Courtney “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” (3/3) 
Sir John Stainer “God So Loved the World” (3/10) 
Gilbert Martin “When I Survey” (3/17) 
 
Plus new music available at rehearsal time, including 

Jonathan Veenker “Ride On In Majesty” (3/24) 

John Ferguson “Ah, Holy Jesus” (3/28) 

Dan Forrest “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (3/31) 

Jeremy Bankson “This Joyful Eastertide” (3/31) 

http://www.singers.com/choral/director/Larry-Fleming/


 

Treats February 24:  Berta Jones and Linda Lockwood 

Birthdays:  Brent Reed, July 1 and Marjorie Klein, July 4   

Song Leaders at 9:45:   Ceci Bartels and Tina Duke 

 

 

Please take a moment now to go back to LAST week’s Notes and Quotes (Feb. 13th edition), and re-read 
the second half. The Choir Advisory Council would like to entertain your thoughts regarding the items 
discussed there: shepherding, hospitality, ministry and fellowship. Their names are listed below.  Please 
follow-up as you can.  Thanks for your continued dedication and service to our Lord and His church!  See 
you Wednesday evening.    – Ron 
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QUOTE 

“It’s not so much that I chose this life; but rather, it chose me. It has ever been a Song of Grace: ‘Love to 
the loveless shown that they might lovely be.’”  - American composer, arranger, organist and 
improvisation master, Dr. Paul Manz .  

 


