
 

NOTES and QUOTES for February 13, 2013 

NOTES 

Think of the last time you were feeling sick in public. No, I mean sick—like charting the shortest route to the 
restroom. Remember how that felt?  Remember the anxiety of the situation?  Now imagine that you have to 
perform a specialized skill in front of hundreds of people—people who are counting on you—and there is no place 
to hide.  Chris Sasse is a trooper and a saint. Never mind her terrific talent and her marvelous musicianship. The 
Holy Spirit did an amazing work through her Sunday. He helped her overcome this horrible virus, and—by God’s 
grace—she not only got through it, but she and Dan moved us with playing that was truly inspired. Be sure to 
thank Chris the next hundred times you see her!   

Johannes Brahms was born into a traditional Lutheran family, and was raised by God-fearing parents. His own 
spiritual life, however, is somewhat of an enigma.  He claimed that his musical ideas came directly from God.  Yet 
one of his closest friends in his later years, Antonin Dvorak, is quoted as saying “He believes in nothing!”  
Regardless of his personal faith-walk, how miraculous it is that God worked through this legendary composer to 
give us some of the most poignant and inspiring music ever written. You’ve sung Brahms’s “German Requiem” 
fairly recently, with its glorious settings of those great and comforting passages of scripture. This week you get the 
opportunity to sing another: his early five-part motet Schaffe in mir, Gott, ein rein Herz.  Our edition by Robert 
Shaw includes only the first of four movements, and allows us to sing this short prayer: “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and grant anew a right spirit within me.”  In just 25 measures, Brahms’s genius etches this text on 
our very souls.  It is perfect for this Sunday as we begin the liturgical season of Lent.  Pay close attention as Dan 
teaches us the German text, then follows it with the English of this little masterpiece.  What a privilege to sing such 
time-tested music!  There is so much more to learn about this. If you’re interested, start here, on the website of 
the Bach Choir of Bethlehem, PA.  http://www.bach.org/bach101/other_composer/brahms2.html  

The order for rehearsal is tentative as of this writing; put your music in the following order, and you will be less likely to be lost 
during rehearsal:   

William Billings “When Jesus Wept”  
 

Hymn “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
 

Brahms “Create In Me a Clean Heart” (2/17) 
 

L. L. Fleming “Give Me Jesus” (2/24) 
 

Craig Courtney “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” (3/3) 
 

Gilbert Martin “When I Survey” (3/10 or 3/17) 
 

Walter Pelz: “Lord Jesus, Gentle Savior” (3/10 or 3/17) 
 

 

http://www.bach.org/bach101/other_composer/brahms2.html


 
 
 

Birthdays: Phyllis Harding 2/17 and Anice Etz 2/17 
 

Treats on 2/17: Jim Conzelman and Mike Farley 

Song Leaders at 9:45:  Al and Ruth Stith 

 

A couple more things I want to pass on.  First, I had lunch with Phil late last week.  It was good to catch up, since 
we hadn’t gotten together since the holidays.  His flesh is willing, but his spirit is weak.  I would urge you to take a 
moment to give him a call, write him a note, and encourage him in some small way. By the same token, there are 
any number among us who have been seen sparingly—if at all—over the past weeks since before Christmas.  If you 
know someone who would fall into that category, I would again urge you to check on that person. Ask him or her 
how they’re doing, and encourage them with the love of Christ. That’s what friends do for each other.  If, in the 
course of such interaction, you learn things that cause you alarm or concern for that person, please let Mike or me 
know.  Phil was a wonderful shepherd and pastor for individual choir members down through the years, and that is 
an area that we don’t want to let fall through the cracks. 

Speaking of our choir “family,” perhaps it would benefit all of us during this anxious period to spend some time 
getting to know one another better to build our friendships and to support one another. I was invited to a light-
supper party last week where I learned much about a couple members of the choir in an entirely different context. 
It was delightful!  I would urge those of you who have the gift of hospitality to utilize that gift, especially now. Also, 
think of other ways in which we can interact together. Share your ideas with me or with members of the choir 
advisory committee.   

Also, think of ways—beyond the Sunday services—in which we can minister to others.  Perhaps it involves singing; 
perhaps not.  (No power tools, please!)  There are many people who might benefit from our efforts in community 
outreach, whether they be shut-ins, under-served members of our church, or anybody really.  Again, there are no 
bad ideas (well, maybe a few!).  But if the Lord puts an idea in your head and on your heart, share it, and we’ll take 
it from there.   

Thanks for reading this to the end.  Ask for your reward Wednesday night.  See you then.    – Ron  

 

 

QUOTE 

“. . .When I feel the urge, I begin by appealing directly to my Maker and I ask Him the three most important questions 
pertaining to our life here in this world—woher, warum, wohin (whence, wherefore, whither?) Straightaway the ideas flow in 
upon me, directly from God. . .”  -Johannes Brahms, as told to Arthur M. Abell in 1896, and published in Abell’s “Talks with the 
Great Composers.”  


