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WORSHIP IN THE BEGINNING 
 
1.  Creation Covenant 
 
God creates the world in a covenant relationship. 
 
The sequence of events in the creation narrative roughly parallels the sequence of elements in 
covenant treaties in the ancient near east. 

1.  Title introducing the covenant as the word of the king that structures the relationship.  
Note that God creates and structures his world by speaking. 
2.  Historical prologue recounting the benefits bestowed by the king. 
3.  Commands that spell out the stipulations/obligations of the relationship 
(Gen 1:28; 2:16–17) 
4.  Witnesses to the covenant listed.  God witnesses to the quality of his own work in Gen 
1:31, and all creation functions as a witness against man in later prophetic literature in Deut 
4:26; 31:28; Ps 50:4; Isa 1:2. 
5.  Blessings for keeping covenant and curses for violating covenant enumerated.  God 
pronounces blessings (Gen 1:28; 2:3) and curses (Gen 2:17). 

 
In the creation covenant, the particular gifts bestowed graciously by God to create and sustain 
the covenant relationship and man’s specific obligations that correspond to those divine gifts 
are similar to God’s later covenants.  These benefits also generate a set of corresponding 
obligations.   

1.  Gift of God’s special presence  Obligation to worship God 
2.  Gift of the people of God  Obligation to live in human communities  
3.  Gift of place/land  Obligation to work and produce human cultures/kingdoms 
that reflect God’s glory. 

Since the gift of God’s presence is the center and foundation of the covenant, responding 
personally to God in worship is always man’s most fundamental duty and privilege. 

 
2.  Garden sanctuary 
 
(1)  Sanctuary structure and description 
 
The garden in Eden has structures and literary description found in later sanctuaries of worship. 
 

•  Zones:  (1) The garden sanctuary is in (2) the land of Eden in the midst of (3) the rest of the 
world (cf. Tabernacle in land of Israel among the rest of the nations). 
•  Direction:  East of Eden with entrance to east, which is the direction of banishment from 
the garden and from Eden (cf. Tabernacle with entrance to east). 
•  Mountain (Ezek 28:13–14):  Abraham sacrifices Isaac on an altar on Mt. Moriah.  The 
Tabernacle is a symbol of Mt. Sinai.  The Temple is built on Mt. Zion on the site of Mt. 
Moriah. 
•  Rivers:  Jerusalem and the Temple have rivers running through/from them (Ps 46; Ezek 
47:1–12; Joel 3:17–18).  The new Jerusalem/new creation does as well (Rev 22:1–2). 
•  Trees:  The patriarchs build altars at important trees.  The Tabernacle and Temple have 
tree-like lampstands.  The New Jerusalem/temple has a tree of life at its center (Rev 22:2). 
•  Cherubim: The Tabernacle and Temple have cherubim sewn/carved into structures (cf. 
Ezek. 41:18–25).   
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•  Culmination of a seven-fold literary structure:  The Tabernacle construction is described in 
seven sections concluding with Sabbath commandments (Exod 25–31).  The Temple is 
consecrated in the seventh month of the year after seven years of work (1 Kgs 6:38; 8:2). 
•  Lights mark out “seasons,” i.e., liturgical festivals (cf. the same word translated “appointed 
feasts/festivals/times” in Lev 23). 
 

(2)  Sanctuary function 
 
The garden functions as a sanctuary because it is a place in which God reveals himself in a very 
direct and personal manner to conduct his covenant relationship with his people. 

 
•  God’s special presence 

God plants the garden himself (Gen 2:8).  God “walks” there (Gen 3:8), a verb used 
elsewhere to refer to God walking/moving in the midst of Israel’s camp and Tabernacle 
sanctuary (Lev 26:12; Deut 23:14; 2 Sam 7:6).  In Gen 3:8, God appears to Adam and Eve in 
a manner that made them hide in fear.  They hear the “sound” (qol) of God “walking” (halak) 
at the “wind/Spirit” (ruach) of the day.  These specific words used to describe God’s 
appearance are those found on other holy mountains and in God’s sanctuary.1  Thus, the 
garden in Eden is a holy place because Yahweh reveals himself there in a very direct 
and powerful manner. 

 
•  Humanity’s priestly stewardship 

The combination of the verbs “to work it” and “to keep it” found in God’s command to 
Adam concerning his duties in the garden of Eden (Gen 2:15) is only found elsewhere in the 
Pentateuch to describe duties of priests in the tabernacle sanctuary (Num 3:7–8; 8:26; 18:5-
6).  Thus, Adam is a priest of creation. 

 
3.  Worship in the Garden 
  

(1)  Word  
God is personal, and thus he speaks.  The garden is a place where Adam and Eve hear 
the word of God and have the privilege to speak to him in a very direct, face-to-face 
manner. 

(2)  Sacrament 
At the center of the garden sanctuary is the Tree of Life, i.e., food that functions as a 
sacramental symbol of life from God.  Knowing God in worship occurs not only by 
talking with God but also through other concrete, tangible signs.  Eating food in 
God’s sanctuary is a central aspect of the liturgy of making and renewing covenants 
in Scripture, and that pattern begins in the garden.2 

 
Thus, worship is an expression and embodiment of God’s covenant relationship with his 
people.  In worship, God relates with men and women in a direct and personal manner 
to renew and nourish his relationship with them. 

                                                 
1 All three terms appear in Yahweh’s heavenly throne vision in Ezek 1:4, 12–13.  See also Yahweh’s 

thunderous qol on Sinai in Exod 19:19; Yahweh’s qol speaking in a terrifying vision in the Temple in Isa 6; cf. Ps 
77:16–18; the sound of Yahweh’s thunderous qol in Ps 29; and John’s terrifying vision of Jesus and his loud “voice” 
in the heavenly sanctuary in Rev 1. 

2 Whether or not Adam and Eve had already eaten of the Tree of Life when they fell into sin, they certainly 
had free access to the tree and the right to eat of it.  God gave all trees to man for food (Gen 1:29) and he only 
prohibited eating from the Tree of Knowing Good and Evil. 


