
NOTES and QUOTES for January 16, 2013 

 

NOTES 

This past Sunday proved several theories of mine.  First, that the CPC Chancel Choir is—as Dan Fry said 
the other day—one of the finest church choirs anywhere.  But that excellence was demonstrated in new 
ways. For example, you showed great flexibility. We expanded the “introit” in order to compensate for 
the lack of a prelude.  You quickly adjusted to piano accompaniment for the anthem.  (Terrific job, 
Mike!!)  And you proved to me that—if we scare you enough—you can watch, make adjustments, and 
create marvelous music.  And all the while, we did not compromise our worship experience one bit; on 
the contrary, we enhanced it: for ourselves, and for all who braved the cold.  So, “…let us all praise God 
and sing. Alleluia!”  

This week will be a little more like the old “normal.” Our Sunday commitment will be a single anthem, 
the motet “If ye love Me, keep my commandments” by the great renaissance master Thomas Tallis. It is 
a setting of Jesus’s comforting words to his disciples, as recorded in the gospel of John, chapter 14. 
Tallis’s life, which spanned most of the 16th century, was spent primarily in the service of England’s 
royalty.  He stretched the limits of the choral music of his day, once writing a motet for 40-parts! (No, 
we’re not scheduling it!)  He was revered by many subsequent English composers, most notably Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, who composed a great, ethereal Fantasia for string orchestra based on one of Tallis’s 
hymn-tunes.  A fine thumbnail biography of Tallis can be found at 
http://www.classical.net/music/comp.lst/tallis.php.   

We will also try to work ahead as much as possible, re-visiting some pieces that we sight-read last week.  
And our warm-up will include another hymn that I’d love to use for our next “introit/Call to Worship.”  

Please put your music in the following order, which will be close to the actual rehearsal order on 
Wednesday:  (Remember, you’ve proved to me that you’re very flexible!)  

  Hymn #249 “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

Thomas Tallis “If Ye Love Me, Keep My Commandments” (1/20) 

  Walter Pelz “Show Me Thy Ways” (1/27)  

John Ness Beck “Thou Art God” (2/3) 

  Paul Sjolund “My Jesus, I Love Thee” (2/10) 

  Brahms “Create In Me a Clean Heart” (2/17) 

L. L. Fleming “Give Me Jesus” 

  Craig Courtney “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” 

http://www.classical.net/music/comp.lst/tallis.php


 

One other very personal note.  Kelly, Jared, Ila and I can’t express in words how grateful we are for your 
love and friendship.  Thank you for your cards, calls, E-mails and the lovely plant.  John Vande Kerk loved 
the choir.  The greatest disappointment in his life over the past year was his inability to come to church 
with us, especially singing the hymns and listening to the choir.  We were able to supply him with a raw 
recording of the entire service each week, including the music, which he and his wife Frances very much 
appreciated. But it was not the same. Once he could no longer worship with us, his quality of life was 
greatly diminished.  He now resumes his rightful place in heaven’s first-tenor section. 

In the 1960s, Dad was highly instrumental in the founding of Hope Haven, a home, school and workshop 
for special-needs children and adults in Rock Valley, Iowa.  This ministry has grown exponentially, with 
satellite facilities and services across the state.  To see more about their incredible work, visit 
www.hopehaven.org.   If memorial gifts are your inclination, please make them to Hope Haven in 
memory of John Vande Kerk.  You may do so via PayPal, or, if you prefer, you can print out a form and 
send a check.   

We leave Thursday for northwest Iowa. We will miss you, and will think about you as you host the 
Millikin Choir, and then sing some inspired music nearly half-a-millennium old, that still sounds as fresh 
and meaningful as if it were written yesterday.  – Ron  

Birthdays:  None this week 

Treats:  Tom Berg and Robert Stelfox 

Song Leaders:  Al and Ruth Stith 

 

QUOTES 

“If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Comforter to be with you forever—the Spirit of the Lord.”   - the words of Jesus, as recorded in the 
gospel of John, chapter 14. 

“The aim and final end of all music should be none other than the glory of God and the refreshment of 
the soul.”  - Johann Sebastian Bach 

“Do not be sorrowful or regretful; be calm, as God has ordained. . .Only be steadfast in all you do, stand 
firm;  what God has decided, that is and must be the best.”  - Paul Flemming, circa 1640; used by 
Johannes Brahms for his Geistliches Lied, Op. 30 (“Let Nothing Ever Grieve Thee”) 

 

http://www.hopehaven.org/

