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The Hocker Memorial Windows were designed and created by 
Emil Frei, Inc., one of the country’s leaders in the field of 
stained glass and mosaics. 

Since the company was founded in St. Louis in 1898, five 
generations of the Frei family have been involved in the creation 
of liturgical art, one of their projects being the design of the
mosaics for the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis. 

The company graciously supplied the enclosed descriptions, 
which have been modified with permission.

www.emilfrei.com

Central Presbyterian Church
7700 Davis Drive

Clayton, MO 63105

www.centralpres.com

The Hocker Memorial Windows are located in the 
tower part of the nave on the north, east, and south 
walls of the balcony. 

The glory of stained glass is in its color. At first, 
one sees only the multi-colored beauty of it all. 
Therefore, the best way to approach the windows is 
to sit in the nave for an hour or so on a clear day—
and let the glass tell its own story. Eventually, 
curiosity may lead the viewer to investigate the 
figures and symbols. The impression that remains the 
longest and means the most, however, is the one that 
the color has registered. 

Because these windows are most often seen from 
a significant distance, their design is on a fairly large 
scale. The general theme of the windows is 
“Teaching.” The center panel of the triptych depicts 
Jesus. The windows adjoining the central panel 
contain the figures of the four Gospel writers, 
Matthew and Mark on the viewer’s left and Luke and 
John on the viewer’s right. The two smaller windows 
on the north and south, facing in toward the three 
central windows, contain the figures of Paul on the 
north, and Peter on the south.

Overview

Given by Mrs. Lon O. Hocker, Sr.
in memory of her son

Marion B. Hocker,
an attorney and a member of
Central’s Board of Deacons

at the time of his death in 1954.



In the north-facing window, 
Paul stands behind a tent holding 
a needle and twine, indicating 
that he was a tentmaker. In the 
medallion below, the sailing ship
represents Paul’s many missionary 
journeys.journeys in the Mediterranean region.

Above the window are two 
shapes. The one on the left 
contains a book and a pen, 
which indicate Paul’s numerous 
writings; on the right, the chains
and prison window refer to his 
imprisonment. Above Paul’s head
is the traditional`is the traditional apostolic shield, containing the 
crossed swords. 

The window on the viewer’s right of Jesus 
contains the figures of Luke and John, who are also 
symbolized by winged figures: the ox, Luke; and the 
eagle, John. 

Luke holds a book and a 
pen, indicating that he was a 
writer. He also was adept in 
the fields of both art and 
medicine; hence the artist’s 
palette and brushes, and 
the caduceus.

John holds a lily, symbolizing his purity. The cup
and the serpent suggest a purely legendary story 
about John, in which he was handed a cup of poison; 
after he had blessed it, the poison rose from

about John, in which he was 
handed a cup of poison;
after he had blessed it, the 
poison rose from the cup in 
the form of a serpent. 

In the south window, Peter 
holds a net with fish, 
indicating that he was a 
fisherman. Below are three 
cocks, symbolizing Peter’s 
three denials of Christ. 

In the top left are a 
shepherd’s staff and twelve
stars, denoting stars, denoting the fact that Peter was a leader. At 
the right, the rock recalls the name given to Peter by 
Jesus: “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church.” This new name was given because of 
the statement Peter had just made: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!” The apostolic 
shield is also above Peter’s head, as it is above 
Paul’s.

The center window of this 
triptych contains a large 
figure of Christ with his hand 
upraised in an attitude of 
teaching. The dove in front 
of the figure of Christ 
symbolizes the Holy Spirit 
descending, and bringing 
enlightenment to those who 
were destined to carry on
Christ’s teachingChrist’s teaching in the world after the Ascension. 

The sun suggests illumination.
The small medallion 

below shows the boy 
Jesus teaching doctors 
in the temple at an early 
age. The star of David
can be seen above his 
head.

The small shapes above the center window 
contain the tablets of the Law on the left and the 
tongues of fire on the right, again recalling the 
descent of the Holy Spirit. The Chi Rho above the 
head is a symbol of Christ, being the first letters of 
the word “Christ” in Greek. Directly above the head 
of Christ is a crown, denoting his kingship.

On the viewer’s left of Jesus are Matthew and 
Mark. The winged figures above are their symbols, 
the angel representing Matthew, and the lion 
representing Mark.

The upper figure is Matthew, who 
holds in his hand a money bag, 
indicating that he was at one time a 
tax-collector. The flame signifies the 
zealousness of his writing. Above the 
figure of Matthew are a book of
writings and the all-seeing eye of 
God.

writings and the all-seeing eye of God.
Below is Mark, who holds in his 

hands a scroll on which the 
following words are inscribed: 
“Make ready the way of the Lord.”
The building represents the home 
of Mark’s family, where tradition 
says the Last Supper took place.
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